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Part 1

[Long version]
EAA's 2009 Airventure at Oshkosh, Wisconsin
st by
Gary Michel

One of the smartest things | did in the year | turned 55 was to go to the Experi-
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mental Aircraft Association's (EAA) 2003 annual convention in Oshkosh, Wis-
consin. I've gone every year since, and just returned from 2009 AirVenture.



EAA was founded in 1953 by Paul Po-
berezny and other aviators dedicated to
designing, building and flying their own
aircraft. Over the years it grew and
moved from airfields around lllinois and
Wisconsin, until it finally nested at Witt-
man Field, Oshkosh, Wisconsin, where it
has continued to grow until it all but swal-
lowed what is now Oshkosh's Wittman
Regional Airport. Located 83 miles north
of Milwaukee on the western shore of
Lake Winnebago, Wittman Regional has
3 major runways and another 2 grass
strips embedded in EAA's "compound".
More about them later.

There are many ways to get to Oshkosh -
- and how you get there depends on where you plan to stay,
when you make your plans, and how much aviation swag and
booty you plan to bring home. If you plan to stay in Oshkosh -
- reserve early. Thousands of aircraft owners will fly-in to land
on one of the iconic colored dots on the main runways
(simultaneous approaches to each of 3 colored dots painted
on the two long runways) and be marshalled from the active
runway to their parking area by FAA's "Pink Shirt" air traffic
controllers using hand flags and handheld two-way aviation
radios. Thousands of them will camp in tents under or behind
their aircraft, and hundreds of them will find accommodations
in Oshkosh. Thousands will come in RVs and car-campers
that will fill EAA's Camp Scholler (on airport property, but out-
side the Airventure gates), and i
tens of thousands will arrive from g
near and far by car each day and
fill one of 7 massive grass park-
ing lots a long walk or tram-ride
from the show area. Early birds
park closest to the show areas,
but after 8 AM you're not early.

Some, like me, will fly-in on a
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