President Gary Michel
Vice Pres.: Scott Bricker

;- : The Capitol Flyer :

W March 16th, 2010[%

&%&%%&%%&%%&%%&%%&%%&%

%

2%

L R 8888 0888, 8.8 588,58 8.

Contest:  Carl Erickson
Raffle: Hank Lapa
Web Site:  Sunil Gupta

Contributions are highly encouraged! Please submit articles to the editor in person or
E-mail pdhedouville@hotmail.com.

Editor: Paul doHedouv: =

©:-0:-0-

Future Meetings:

1 Apr 6th, Severn Modeling
Club of Anne Arundel
County, Severn, MD

1 Apr 7th, IPMSNoVA,
Fairfax HS, Fairfax, VA
Www.novaipms.org

1 Apr 20th, IPMS Washington,

DC,Herbert Hoover Middle
School www.ipmsdc.org

©:-0-0-

Inside this issue:

Korean Mustang 1
Member of the Yeal 7
Thunderbolts 8
Contest Results 11
Upcoming Events 12
Raffle Revenue 13

Future Meeting 14

©:-0:-0-

Korean Mustang

Text and Photos by
Rafe Morrissey

Introduction: | have always been fascinated by the F-51 in Korea. Seeing air-

craft in non-traditional markings is always interesting and certainly, the most com-

mon image conjured up by the P-51 is in its role as an escort fighter with the 8"

Air Force in World War 1|1. That 6s why,
attack aircraft during the Korean conflict is so unique. The F-51 suffered one of

the highest loss rates of all U.S. aircraft involved in the war, so its selection by the

Air Force to fill a role so contrary to its original purpose is also curious. In any

case, | was compelled to build my P-51 as an F-51 and enjoyed the end result.

The process of getting there was a different story.



N
The Build: You may notice that unlike my earlier articles, there are almost no in-progress photos. That is be-
cause this actually represents my fifth attempt at building a 1/72 scale P-51. Hyperscale is replete with nu-

merous articles on var.i

presume to offer anything new here. | think perhaps the most important thing | can offer is to those folks just

ous

entering the hobby which i

Even an experi-
enced modeler gets
tripped up and in my
case, it happened
four times in a row! i
Never give up!

Attempt 1: Looking
for a quick build to
take on vacation, |
grabbed an old
1/72"™ Hasegawa P-
51 thinking | would
build it as an F-51
and add rockets
from my spares box.
This was the original
kit with the raised
panel lines and |
was OK with that
but decided | would
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at least scribe the cowling panel lines. | did a fair job of scribing too but in the process of sanding out mis-
takes and rescribing several times | found out that
ner. Lesson learned: Be careful working the seams onin  -line aircraft where the spinner must match

exactly with the fuselage.

Attempt 2: When | got home | dug out the updated 1/72" scale kit that Hasegawa released in the 90s with
recessed panel lines. It went together very nicely and all was well until | began to paint the natural metal fin-
ish. As it happens the bottle of Alclad Il must have been from the bad batch a few years ago as it refused to
dry. After numerous attempts to fix the paint, temper took hold and it met an abrupt end against my model
room wall. Lesson learned: Always test any paint before spraying it on a model!

Attempt 3: Not willing to admit defeat | ordered a replacement kit and started again. All was well until | added

the wing assembly to the fusel age. I candét figure o
the fit was such that the wings had a negative dihedral instead of the slight dihedral of the prototype. Now
having just build the same Kkit, I didnét bother to t

the wing roots to achieve the proper angle. Unfortunately, the work left scars that could not be concealed by
the natural metal finish. Strike three! Lesson learned: Always test fit!

Attempt 4: This was getting old! | guess stubbornness comes with old age, but | was more determined than
ever to have my Korean War F-51. | had purchased a Hobby Boss kit at the same time | got the replacement
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Hasegawa kit
thinking it might be
fun. Well | built it
up but to be hon-
est the shape of
the finished model
just didndét compare
to the other Kkits.
The Hobby Boss
kit is very anemic
throughout the en-
tire nose area and
just looked wrong.
Lesson learned:

If accuracy mat-
ters, examine the
kit closely before
building.

Attempt 5: Finally
near to admitting
defeat, | decided to make one last try. Tamiya has a 1/72™ scale kit already on the market. | also had a cou-
ple Academy kits with Korean markings in my stash but keeping in mind the lesson above, | looked at them

closely and realized that they wereno6ét going to | ook
good people at Squadron mail order and within a week, had the Tamiya kit in my hand. Boy what a difference
20 bucks makes. I't was definitely more expensive bu

tions, nice detail and excellent fit are a great combination. The only complaint | have with the Tamiya kit is
the fact that the
clear portion of the
main canopy is
separate from the
frame leaving a
tough seam to fill
that forces the
modeler to either
paint over the
glass or to con-
front an unsightly
distortion caused
by the edge of the
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